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YEARS 7-10 GEOGRAPHY

4G4

GLOBAL ISSUES

AND THE ROLE

OF CITIZENSHIP 
This program has a focus on water-related topics.

The program is a modified version of the sample program produced by 

the Curriculum K-12 Directorate, NSW Department of Education and Training.

	Focus area 4G4
	Global Issues and the Role of Citizenship

	Focus
	Global geographical issues and appropriate methods of citizenship for their management

	Outcomes

4.2 organises and interprets geographical information

4.3 uses a range of written, oral and graphic forms to communicate geographical information

4.4 uses a range of geographical tools

4.7 identifies and discusses geographical issues from a range of perspectives

4.8 describes the interrelationships between people and environments

4.9 describes differences in life opportunities throughout the world
4.10 explains how geographical knowledge, understanding and skills combine with knowledge of civics to contribute to informed citizenship.


	Suggested ICT

Use a range of digital images, maps, sound and other appropriate multimedia sources to develop a multimedia presentation or webpage

	Resources (Include resources available within your school and community.)

There are a variety of commercial textbooks that can support the tasks outlined in this topic to provide background for students and that have skills based activities incorporating mandatory tools.  The use of the Internet is assumed as a source of information. 




	Learn abouts

Learn tos


	Teaching and learning activities

Assessment: The activities require students to demonstrate their learning and are all assessment for learning activities. Some activities might be selected and included in a school assessment schedule for assessment of learning.

	Global geographical issues

· global geographical issues, which must include:

access to fresh water 

land degradation

climate change
 

threatened habitats

energy use

human rights

tourism

indigenous people and self-determination

urbanisation

use of ocean resources

· the need to promote ecological sustainability

· recognise global geographical issues

· describe the nature of global geographical issues
· explain the links between human actions and the consequences for ecological sustainability on a global scale


	Task 1   Class environmental magazine
Scenario

Your class is going to create an environmental magazine that will focus on the ten listed global geographical issues.

· Divide into ten groups, one for each of the ten issues. Your teacher will conduct a draw to allocate topics to groups.

· Using the Internet and print sources, research your allocated issue and prepare a two A4-page magazine article that will:

name the issue

describe the important processes relevant to the issue 

incorporate images (photos, graphs etc.)

locate three examples on a world map, showing latitude and longitude

briefly describe each example (five lines on each)

outline links between human actions and ecological sustainability on a global scale 

provide examples of strategies to encourage ecological sustainability 

· Design an activity based on your magazine article that other members of the class will complete to learn about your issue.
· Once the magazine has been printed complete the activities for the other issues as designed by the other class groups.



	TWO global geographical issues:
· the nature of the issue

· different perspectives relevant to the issue

· the responsibility of governments to the issue

· the actions of individuals, groups and governments

· implications for social justice and equity

· describe the spatial dimensions of the issue 

· describe the ecological dimensions of the issue

· identify perspectives and bias about the issue, including  in media reports

· describes the actions of individuals, groups and governments in relation to the issue

· communicate appropriately with organisations to participate as a global citizen


	Task 2   Access to fresh water for my school
Scenario

Your class has been invited by the Principal to investigate water issues at your school. You are to focus on ‘access to fresh water’ for the students at your school.  You will investigate the issue and prepare a report with recommendations for action, to be presented to the school’s Environmental Management Committee.

Teacher note

Before the fieldwork:

View the DVD from Sydney Water called “School Water Audit – a simple guide.”

Review the resources on the Water for Life website at www.waterforlife.nsw.gov.au 

Students need to work in groups and focus on different areas of the school grounds to save time.

Your fieldwork around your school should include:

· the collection of data from the school environs, including line drawings, sketch maps, photographs and topographic maps

· the use of geographic instruments to record data.

Groups will need to combine their data before processing and analysing the data collected in order to produce:

· a one-page report on the water issues for your school, including a summary of the findings

· recommendations for action by the school’s Environmental Management Committee to address these issues and encourage water-responsible citizenship in the school community.




	
	Task 3   Election campaign speech 
(Access to fresh water)

Scenario

You are running for a seat at the next state government election. As part of your campaign you need to write a speech that includes supporting illustrations (using presentation software such as PowerPoint) that outline your solutions for Sydney’s water issues. 

In your speech you will talk about:

· what the issue is for Sydney and surrounds

· the area supplied by Sydney Water and the environments found in this area (maps)

· the different perspectives on the issue 

· how the issue has been represented in the media (photos)

· the current government’s response to the issue (tables)

· your responsibilities as a member of government (graphs)

· how you are going to deal with the issue if you get elected (include information about specific groups and the media and how you will work with them to ensure social justice and equity for all).

Task 4    Advertising campaign 
(Urbanisation)

Scenario

You have been approached to design a webpage / podcast for an advertising campaign for Sydney Water, outlining information relating to urbanisation and fresh water for Sydney.

 


	
	Design a webpage / podcast about the issue, using digital images, maps and diagrams. Include the following information:
· a map detailing the patterns of urbanisation for Sydney 

· the impact of urbanisation on the supply of fresh water

· what the government is doing about this issue

· what else they need to do

· different perspectives on this issue as presented in the media

· what can others do to help address this issue?
Extension activity:

Add hyperlinks to your webpage / podcast outlining information relating to urbanisation and access to fresh water in other cities throughout the globe.
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