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YEARS 7-10 GEOGRAPHY

5A2

CHANGING AUSTRALIAN COMMUNITIES
This program has a focus on water-related topics.

The program is a modified version of the sample program produced by 

the Curriculum K-12 Directorate, NSW Department of Education and Training.

	Focus area 5A2
	Changing Australian Communities

	Focus
	Ways in which communities in Australia are responding to change

	Outcomes

A student:

5.1
identifies, gathers and evaluates geographical information

5.2
analyses, organises and synthesises geographical information

5.3
selects and uses appropriate written, oral and graphic forms to communicate geographical information

5.4 selects and applies appropriate geographical tools

5.7 analyses the impacts of different perspectives on geographical issues at local, national and global scales

5.8 accounts for differences within and between Australian communities

5.9 explains Australia’s links with other countries and its role in the global community

5.10 applies geographical knowledge, understanding and skills with knowledge of civics to demonstrate informed and active citizenship.



	Suggested ICT

Create a formatted, multiple-paged document containing web-links to communicate geographical information.

Import data from other ICT applications into student research findings.

Design and create a simple database from student research.

	Resources (Include resources available within your school and community.)
There are a variety of commercial textbooks that can support the tasks outlined in this topic to provide background for students and that have skills based activities incorporating mandatory tools.  The use of the Internet is assumed as a source of information.
Websites

Water

Water for life
http://www.waterforlife.nsw.gov.au/
Sydney Water

http://www.sydneywater.com.au/index.cfm
http://www.sydneywater.com.au/SavingWater/RecyclingandReuse/RecyclingAndReuseInAction/
RecyclingWaterFAQs.cfm
Sydney Catchment Authority

http://www.sca.nsw.gov.au/about/
Sydney Olympic Park website – Water reclamation and management scheme
http://www.sydneyolympicpark.com.au/education_and_learning/environment/water/wrams/


	Learn abouts

Learn tos


	Teaching and learning activities

Assessment: The activities require students to demonstrate their learning and are all assessment for learning activities. Some activities might be selected and included in a school assessment schedule for assessment of learning.

	Human characteristics that make Australia unique

· demographic characteristics:

age structure 

distribution

ethnic composition

gender

growth rates

population size

· describe past and current population patterns in Australia

· describe trends in Australia’s demographic characteristics, incorporating the use of graphs and statistics
	Scenario

A national television network is seeking an Australian community to feature in a new reality TV show called “Hot Spot”, which will select a unique Australian community and promote its distinctiveness.  

You and your classmates are employed by a large media production company that wants to tender for this show.  

Your Managing Director wants some ideas about a suitable community to be the focus of your tender. She has asked you to form groups of six and to undertake a fact finding mission about Australian communities.
Task 1   Background on Australian communities

· Form six groups to investigate a different demographic characteristic from the following list: 

age structure

distribution

ethnic composition

gender

growth rates

population size.

· Design a one-page fact sheet on the selected demographic characteristic. Include the following information:

basic definition of the demographic characteristic




	· explain how Australia’s changing demographic characteristics are influencing the nature and identity of Australian society


	a simple database to construct a graph showing past, current and predicted trends with regards to the demographic characteristic within Australia, from ABS

a brief summary (6 lines) outlining the trends within Australia (include information from the above graph and from additional statistics)

an outline of how changes in this demographic characteristic are influencing Australian society (consider the impacts on the Australian identity and on the nature of Australian communities)

· Distribute a copy of each group's work to all students.

Scenario

As part of the selection criteria for the employees to work on the final tender, the Managing Director (teacher) requires a synthesis of all the demographic characteristics outlined in (2) above, in the form of an analysis (maximum of two page).

To prepare the final tender you will need to:

· describe the characteristics using statistics in table and graph form

· construct a flow chart to illustrate the factors impacting on Australia’s population growth

· comment on the overall impact of these changes on Australia.




	Types of communities

· types of communities in Australia including indigenous communities
· differences within and between Australian communities

· identify a range of Australian communities based on shared space and/or social organisation


	Task 2   Posters on different communities 

Scenario

Five types of communities have been suggested by the firm's executive group:

1.
agriculture or mining 

2.
industrial

3.
residential 

4.
tourist or administrative

5.
indigenous  

So that an appropriate choice can be made the Managing Director wants your group to conduct research into each type of community by selecting an example of each and providing information in the form of posters on each community. (You may work in pairs, one pair per poster)

The posters are to include the following:
· the characteristics of the type of community 

· the location of the community including a land use map including degrees and minutes of latitude and longitude

· a calculation of the area occupied by the community

· a calculation of the population density of the community

· a population pyramid constructed from age and sex data

· a land use map of the community constructed from data 

· the factors causing change in the community.


Scenario

The Managing Director has indicated that he wants a 1-2 page summary from each team member describing the factors causing change in each of the Australian communities used in the posters.




	Factors causing change in Australian communities

· Factors causing change including an overview of:

changing nature and patterns of work

cultural integration

demographic change

globalisation of economic activity

lifestyle expectations

new technologies

recognition of native title

resource depletion

ONE Australian community: Newington, Sydney

· factors that contribute to the community’s sense of identity

· factors causing change in the community

· individuals, groups and levels of government involved in the process of change

· community responses to change

· purpose, structure and actions of community groups responding to change


	Write your summary using the following factors that cause change in Australian communities:

· changing nature and patterns of work

· cultural integration

· demographic change

· globalisation of economic activity

· lifestyle expectations

· new technologies

· recognition of native title

· resource depletion

Task 3   Preparing a draft of the final bid 

Scenario

You have been selected by the Managing Director to prepare the first draft of the final bid for the program. It is to be displayed through three linked pages on a website so that judges from around the world will be able to comment.  

You have selected the suburb of Newington in the Sydney Olympic Park development because it will capture the interest of a wide audience. Newington has been selected because of its innovative use of recycled water in the community.

Background

The driving forces behind the introduction of water reuse in Sydney are: 
1.
drought and prediction of further drought due to climate change

2.
meeting the water needs of a growing population and of increased urbanisation 

3.
increased industrial water needs

4.
demands from the general community to have ‘greener’ water strategies and water conservation


	· define the community in terms of its shared space and/or social organisation

· describe the factors causing change and the impacts of change on the community
· analyse the strategies and actions of individuals, groups and different levels of government in responding to change
· explain the impacts of change on the community
· identify a community group and describe how it responds to change

	5.
heightened awareness of the potential benefits of using recycled water

6.
availability of more advanced wastewater treatment processes

7.
government research into the public health and environmental risks of recycling water

8.
the need for land remediation solutions in the urban area.

To prepare the first draft of the final bid you need to:

· locate the Newington community, in relation to Sydney Olympic Park and Homebush Bay, using a range of maps (at different scales) and satellite images (with books or with GIS)

· find relationships on the maps to describe the community’s sense of identity

· use a range of maps to outline the extent to which the following factors have caused change within the Homebush Bay community
changing nature and patterns of work

demographic change

globalisation of economic activity

lifestyle expectations

new technologies

resource depletion. 

Fieldwork

· Visit Sydney Olympic Park and the suburb of Newington to understand the water reclamation scheme and management works that provide recycled water to the residents of Newington.
· Write a report on your findings at Newington, outlining the factors that have been responsible for alternative water strategies in place at Newington.
















