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YEARS 7-10 GEOGRAPHY

5A4

AUSTRALIA IN ITS REGIONAL AND GLOBAL CONTEXT 
This program does NOT have a focus on water issues.

The program is the sample program produced by 

the Curriculum K-12 Directorate, NSW Department of Education and Training.

It has been included to complete the set of units.

	Focus area 5A4
	Australia in its Regional and Global Context

	Focus
	Australia in its regional and global contexts and the roles of individuals and groups in planning for a better future

	Outcomes

5.2
analyses, organises and synthesises geographical information

5.3
selects and uses appropriate written, oral and graphic forms to communicate geographical information

5.4
selects and applies appropriate geographical tools

5.7
analyses the impacts of different perspectives on geographical issues at local, national and global scales

5.8
 accounts for differences within and between Australian communities
5.9
 explains Australia’s links with other countries and its role in the global community
5.10
applies geographical knowledge, understanding and skills with knowledge of civics to demonstrate informed and active citizenship.



	Suggested ICT

Design and create a multimedia presentation or web page to communicate geographical information to a particular audience, including maps and diagrams as appropriate.



	Resources (Include resources available within your school and community.)

There are a variety of commercial textbooks that can support the tasks outlined in this topic to provide background for students and that have skills based activities incorporating mandatory tools. The use of the Internet is assumed as a source of information. 

Websites

www.dfat.gov.au 

www.uniya.org.au
www.caa.org.au
www.australiaforunhcr.org.au/education.php
www.australia2030.gov.au
www.budget.gov.au
www.abc.net.au/civics/oneworld/convention/default.htm



	Learn abouts

Learn tos


	Teaching and learning activities

Assessment: The activities require students to demonstrate their learning and are all assessment for learning activities. Some activities might be selected and included in a school assessment schedule for assessment of learning.

	The place of Australian in the world
· Australia’s location in relation to its near neighbours and their territorial boundaries 

· locate Australia in the Asia–Pacific region and the world

Australia’s regional and global links

· the ways Australia interacts with other nations including:
aid

communication

culture

defence

migration

tourism

trade

sport

· collect data to identify and locate nations with which Australia has regional and global links and describe the nature of the links

· communicate findings that demonstrate Australia’s links in its regional and global context

	Task 1  Australia's neighbours and boundaries

Form eight groups and using atlases come to a consensus on the following questions:

· Who are Australia's neighbours and what are your reasons for this opinion?

· What is Australia’s relationship with the Asia-Pacific region?

· Where are Australia's territorial boundaries? How are they determined and are they fair to other nations?
Select a spokesperson to report your findings and reasons to the class. 
Task 2   Posters on regional links

· Retain the groups formed in Task 1 and your teacher will allocate one of the eight interactions between Australia and other nations listed in the syllabus. 

· aid

· communication

· culture

· defence

· migration

· tourism

· trade

· sport




	· discuss the importance of relevant non government organisations in relation to the link

· identify and describe the purpose of a treaty and/or agreement relevant to the link

· outline the importance of the treaty and/or agreement to the countries involved in the link

· analyse the advantages and disadvantages of the link to Australia

· recognise implications for social justice and equity in relation to the link

Future challenges for Australia:

Population

· current and future population trends:

growth rates, age structure and spatial distribution

government population policies to manage population growth

· implications of population trends:

ecological sustainability

population movement and urban planning


	When writing this treaty you need to use at least the following headings:
· country(s) involved

· purpose

· the reasons for and importance of the treaty  

· the advantages to Australia and the other country(s)

· the benefits (economic, social, political) that might be outcomes.

When preparing the advice to the Australian Government acknowledge the disadvantages and benefits but discuss:

· implications for social justice and equity 

· any advantages for Australia or the other country(s)

· any negative consequences for Australia's relationship with other countries.

Task 5   Population debate

Scenario
The motion:  That population growth should be controlled to ensure ecological sustainability. 

Students are to prepare for a class debate in which they could be asked by their teacher to take either side of this motion.  

Preparation

· Use the Internet, textbooks, atlases and census data to:
· research population information in regards to Australian growth rates, refugees and migrants

· examine historical, current, and future trends associated with both local and national levels of demographic change.
· Summarise arguments for and against the issue.



	· identify and discuss government population policies:

growth rates

refugees

migration

· analyse current and future population trends and their implications

Future challenges for Australia:
Human rights and reconciliation

· future challenges for Australia in relation to:

human rights

reconciliation

· how other nations have responded to these challenges

· strategies to address the challenges 

·  identify human rights agreements

·  describe responses of individuals, groups and governments in Australia to these challenges

· compare the responses of Australia and other nations to the challenges

· recognise implications for the international community

· suggest strategies Australia can adopt to address the challenges better in the future
	Teacher note

1.
Elect a chairperson.

2.
Establish with the class a set of debating rules, for example, lead speakers, other speakers, questions and answers and the time for speeches and responses. Set up the classroom with government and opposition sides. Some students could take on Minister and Shadow Minister roles. 

3.
Assign class members to sides - students to negotiate roles.

4.
Allow chairperson to conduct the debate.

5.
Take a vote at the end of proceedings. 
Task 6   Magazine article

Scenario
The editor of a magazine within a weekend newspaper has decided to give a double page spread (four to five A4-pages) to an article, including photographs, by a Year 10 student, on contemporary human rights issues in Australia. The school would like one of its student's work published and has given all Year 10 the opportunity to be selected.

Your multimedia presentation (text and pictures) should be set out in newspaper form and contain:

· an appropriate and interesting title

· a brief acknowledgement of what is meant by human rights 

· current human rights issues in Australia, including issues associated with Reconciliation 

· responses within Australia to these issues from governments, non-government organisations, the media and public opinion
· perceptions and responses of other nations and overseas organisations
· future strategies for Australia to address human rights issues.
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