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Year 9 Content Descriptions 

  
Unit 1: Biomes and food security 
 
Unit 2: Geographies of interconnections 

 
  



Knowledge and 
understanding  





KEY INQUIRY QUESTIONS 

• What are the causes and consequences of changes in places 
and environments and how can this change be managed? 
 

• What are the future implications of changes to places and 
environments? 
 

• Why are interconnections and interdependences important 
for the future of places and environments? 



SOME IDEAS… 

Killer jeans 
Toxic threads 



Counting the costs of cotton 



Palm oil pantry 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bloomsberry Climate Change Milk Chocolate 

The e-waste trail 



Geographical inquiry and skill 
• Develop geographically significant questions and plan an inquiry 

• Collect, select, record and organise relevant geographical data and 
information 

• Apply geographical concepts to synthesise information from various 
sources and draw conclusions 

• Present findings, arguments and explanations in a range of 
appropriate communication forms 

• Reflect on and evaluate the findings of the inquiry 



Inquiry-based learning 

 
 
 
 
 



TASK: 

 
Create a screencast answering the question: 
 

IS FAIR TRADE FAIR? 



http://langwitches.org/blog/2011/07/21/upgrade-your-kwl-chart-to-the-21st-century/ 



KWHL           KWHLAQ 

• A – What action will we take?  This is another 
way of asking how students are applying what 
they have learned.  
 

• Q – What new questions do we have?  At the 
end of a unit of inquiry there should be time 
to reflect on whether we have successfully 
addressed our initial questions and whether 
we have come up with other questions.  



Storyboard templates 

http://www.clydewilliams.com/page4/page4.html 



Livebinders 

http://www.livebinders.com










Other inquiry-based topics.. 

• Why does palm oil have an impact on  
   pygmy elephants? 
• Why should I ‘track my tee’? 
• Are blue jeans turning green? 
• Are there e-waste solutions? 
• Is Fairwear fair? 

 
 
 



BOS Program builder 

https://pb.bos.nsw.edu.au 

https://pb.bos.nsw.edu.au






Inquiry based learning approach 

21st century learning 
 
Knowledge and understanding 
 
Geographical inquiry and skill 
 
Key inquiry questions 
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