
Our Year 9 Geography students had spent Semester Two 
exploring the topic of Changing Places through a range 
of exploration activities and case studies.

This article unveils the secrets behind the Green Space 
Enhancement Project Excursion with an explanation 
of the key concepts. This will allow teachers to re-
create and adapt this learning opportunity, whilst also 
providing a sneak peek into the activity booklet that 
activated prior knowledge, sparked their curiosity, and 
kept them engaged throughout the entire day. 

The Aim
After heavy exploration of large-scale changing 
places, we thought it was necessary to develop the 

it was necessary to deepen their understanding of 

inquiry skills. 

The task aimed for the students to engage in primary 

local council had responded to the changing urban 
dynamics of Newcastle. Students were exposed to 
the plans the council has prepared to overcome the 
social, environmental and economic challenges while 
ensuring a sustainable future for the growing regional 
centre. Students were to analyse the current strategies 
employed to revitalise places in Newcastle. Groups 

knowledge to create an A3 proposal to the council for 
the redevelopment of another urban green space in 
the area.

Students were provided with a note from the ‘local 
council’ (a.k.a. the teachers) to set the scene of 
the excursion.
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Get ready for an adrenaline-packed journey into the realm of Year 9 Geography! 
Breaking free from the post-exam slump, we embarked on a mission to transform 
learning into a hands-on exploration that resonates with our students. Creating a 
project where theoretical knowledge collided with the real world, sparking curiosity 
and excitement.

Figure 1: Letter from the ‘council’
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Pre-Work
As a Deep Learning school, students were encouraged 
to actively engage in the dimension of Critical Thinking 

and taking action”. Students engaged in group Critical 
Thinking Puzzles such as “How many squares in the 
following shape?” and “Connect the dots” to start 

This was completed in the lesson prior to the excursion 
as it is a key strategy that is needed when conducting 

Students were inspired by promotional videos from 
futuristics cities such as Neom (Video Link: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0kz5vEqdaSc) and 
Telosa (Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=W5Z8XZVdm50) to understand the need 
to manage and plan for Australia’s urban future. They 

on ideas created by others to develop their critical and 
creative thinking skills.

With an understanding of the aim of the excursion, 
students were tasked to create a mind map on how they 

excursion in their data collection and output creation. 

The Excursion
As it was essential for students to understand the 

Duncan McDuie-Ra (PhD Professor of Urban Sociology 

exploration excursion to set the scene for the students 
in terms of how cities function around the world and 
the importance of considering spaces for people to 
stay, play and be entertained. Establishing this learning 
partnership with the University of Newcastle is an 
element of Deep Learning that we wanted to leverage. 
Students appreciated the lecturer’s depth of knowledge 
and passion, which set the scene for the excursion. 
Now that they had built their foundational knowledge 

they were able to apply their understanding to the 
real world.

To ensure students understood the expectations and 
requirements at each location of the excursion, a mission 
was provided to the students (Figure 2). 

We broke up the excursion into two parts: an already 
revistalised area and the proposed area to be revitalised. 
We wanted students to explore an area that was already 

of that space by observing who was able to access the 
space, how people were using the space and whether it 
met the necessary requirements for it be considered an 
Urban Green Space. 

to obtain primary research by observing, measuring, 
collecting and recording data of the space. The booklet 
created encouraged students to analyse the social, 
historical and environmental aspects of the space. 
Students were supplied with a satellite image of the 
area, a section to create a precis sketch and a table to 
undertake an audit of the facilities and amenities that 
exist within the space (see Figure 3).

Figure 2: Mission provided to students on the 
day of the excursion to ensure they understood 

the aim for each location of the day
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completed by the students at the second location
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Figure 4: Scoring Card for the Urban Green Space Enhancement Project

The Output

developing key ideas for the Urban Green Space Enhancement Project proposal to the council.

Students were given the scoring card (Figure 4) and explanation (Figure 5) to assist them in establishing a goal for 
their proposal.
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Figure 5: Explanation of Components of the Scoring Card
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Students had one hour to complete their proposal and hand it in for judging. The A3 proposals were converted into a 
PowerPoint presentation (see Figures 6, 7 and 8) with an attached Microsoft Form to allow all students in Year 9 and a 

connections with the council to allow the council to vote on the proposals. 

receive their feedback from the day. 

Some of the feedback included:

 “The day was far better than I expected, there was a good balance of activities for us to complete and time for us to explore. 
I felt like I was learning with my group at our own pace, and I wanted to make the park better because I use it.”

 “I never thought about what the park had and didn’t have. It made me realise the importance of having a park 
for everyone to have fun but also relax. I wish they could make my proposal into real life.”

Figure 7: Example 
of group output

Figure 8: Example 
of group output

Figure 6: Example 
of group output
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